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Folksworth & Washingley 

Parish Council
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M I N U T E S  OF  M E E T I N G held on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at the Village Hall, Manor Road, Folksworth.
Present:
Cllr Brown, Cllr Clarke, Cllr Goodfellow, Cllr Randall, Cllr Chapman, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Ford, Cllr Blackman
Attending:
1 member of public 
Open Forum


A resident asked permission to paint the post that holds the ‘Deep Water’ sign as it is rusted and unsightly.  Cllrs agreed and thanked her for this, reminding her it is at her own risk.  Cllrs also agreed to chase HDC re re-painting the lettering on the sign as it can’t be read
2019/2313
Apologies for Absence
Clerk
2019/2314
Declarations of Interest/Dispensations for Agenda items


(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)


None
2019/2315
Approval of Full Council Meeting Minutes dated December 3rd, 2019

Approved as an accurate record and signed


Proposed: Cllr Blackman


Seconded:  Cllr Chapman

Unanimously agreed

2019/2316
Matters Arising from the Minutes for items not on current Agenda (for information only

All within agenda items
2019/2317
Finance


2317.1
To approve the Financial Report & Accounts




Approved as an accurate record



2318.2
To Sign the Balance Sheet




Approved as an accurate record and signed



Proposed:
Cllr Blackman


Seconded:
Cllr Brown


Unanimously agreed
2019/2306
To authorise the following payments and sign the cheques


The following payments were authorised and cheques signed
2020/2318
To Approve payment and sign the following cheques

200566
Alison Brown
Stakes and Tree Guards


£66.18

200567
Stilton Comm.Ass
Folklore in Scan Jan -March 2020
£300.00

200568
Netwise Training
Annual Website Maintenance

£315.00

200569
Haydens Abor.
Tree Survey/Report


£1002.60

200570
Mrs J Stanbridge
Salary 




£486.40

200571
Mrs J Stanbridge
Travel





£15.60


Proposed:
Cllr Goodfellow


Seconded:
Cllr Chapman


Unanimously agreed
2019/2319
Unauthorised clearance of hedge / tree belt at townsend way
It appears there’s not much we can do about this.  The land doesn’t belong to the household and they haven’t applied for planning permission for change of use.  HDC Planning Department is dealing with them and have advised they can’t write to the neighbours who are rumoured to be intending to copy but said that we could write to them to remind them that there would have to be planning for change of use to garden even if it did belong to them.   Alison advised that another household appears to have cleared the land hidden behind a hedge also. Clerk has written to all other residents whose land adjoins the area.  To remain on the agenda.
2019/2320
Tree report

Cllr Brown advised that the trees along side the school boundary and behind the flats had been inspected and are fine.  There is some dead wood which needs removal and we need to get quotes to do this.  Ivy needs removing from a tree also.  We’ve been notified than since the report was done some dead wood has come down so Alison will investigate.  The Alder & Silver Birch at the paddocks were also looked at and are no problem.  Clerk to send a copy of the report to the tree officer.
2019/2321
Cambridgeshire County Council climate change strategy consultation


Several councillors attended and found it interesting.  We need to look at what we as a Parish Council can do to reduce our carbon footprint.  We can car share to meetings where possible.  We will also ask Sarah Wilkinson to attend a meeting to advise on what our Parish can do as a collective to reduce their carbon footprint.
Cllr Rogers suggested nature walks, people will care more for what they love and understand.

Cllr Brown suggested we should be looking at the environmental impact on planning permissions and look favourably on carbon neutral developments
2019/2322
LHI Bid / HGV Measures

No update
2019/2323
Correspondence for attention (not previously circulated)



None
2019/2324
Notices & Parish Information
Cllr Ford
· Potholes have become very bad.  A resident had a tyre blow out due to one.
Cllr Chapman
· Folksworth 15 was brilliant.  Apart from issues with so many cars parked all the way along Washingley Road to the T Junction and it became problematic, making the road only passable in one direction.  
· Is the pub society doing anything about the pub?  Will it work towards having it placed on the community asset register again?

· The VH pub night was incredibly well supported and a great evening

Cllr Rogers
· School had it’s Ofsted inspection in the last week of term and have received the report, the school has been awarded a ‘Good’ status.  They will be re-visited in around 18 months time.  The school are happy that results are on an upward trajectory following the new Head started.
· A young man has been observed behaving suspiciously, hanging around the building site and the back of the flats by several people

Cllr Brown
· It turns out that we have a bus service 6 days a week, provided by Dews and supported by CCC.  The bus times mean that people wishing to go to Hampton shopping centre could spend around 2 hours there before heading home.  We will put together full details of all of the buses including the one to Oundle on Thursdays and put in SCAN and on Facebook.

· Alison & Andy attended a Health Service meeting – the main focus was on supporting the carers in our community

· Pocket Park – trees have been planted and the new hedging is showing signs of growing.  

· Annie will be attending the Houses of Parliament to address regarding the Defra Grant

· Village Hall grand opening planned

· Footpath between 15 & 17 Apreece road is overgrown, looks to be owned by properties rather than HDC.
· Would be interested to know how many homes in the village are owned by Chorus as  it would be good to ask them to support our community more if we have many

Cllr Clarke
· Farmer Tom, Kids Country & ITV visited the school today as part of #BreakfastWeek and Field to Fork.  Look out for them on the news

· Is there a possibility of a footpath along Washingley Road and down to Stilton?  So many people walk/run/cycle ‘The Loop’ and it’s only a matter of time before an accident.  We discussed that it would be prohibitively expensive but maybe we could investigate if there are any road safety funds we could tap in to?

Cllr Goodfellow
· Planning is underway for once monthly coffee mornings in the new village hall meeting rooms.  The first Saturday of the months for three months initially, beginning in April hopefully.  Andy will advertise using SCAN, Facebook, posters and possibly leaflets.  One or two parish councillors to attend each one.  Parishioners will be able to come, meet, socialise and also air any issues, ask advice on things.  There will be leaflets and information from Age Uk / NHS / climate initiatives etc
2019/2325
Any Urgent Business
In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours before the meeting.

None
2019/2326
The meeting closed at 8.55pm next meeting date confirmed as Tuesday, February 18, 2020 at 7.20pm.  

