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Chairman’s Report
It’s been another busy council year and the following report outlines what’s taken place.  Fuller reports on the various items touched on are given by those taking the lead on the projects and can be found elsewhere in this Annual Report.
It is with great sadness that I report the death of Councillor Judy Ford. Judy served as a stalwart member of the parish council for more than 20 years. 

Last year I reported that we were looking forward to returning to our normal way of life after Covid. In June the Parish Council coordinated the celebrations for the Platinum Jubilee, bringing together various parish organisations. On the Saturday tea and cake were served in the village hall together with a display of parish history. A church service was held at the pond and a parish photo. On the Sunday the weather was a little inclement, but the scheduled picnic still went ahead with the support of the school and was well attended. Other village events such as the coffee mornings and pub nights have continued and have been well supported by the village and now appear a regular fixture in many parishioners’ social diary.
We were deeply saddened on the 8th of September 2022 to hear of the passing of her majesty, Queen Elizabeth II and joined many millions across the globe in paying tribute to a much-loved monarch, ten days of mourning, and the subsequent proclamation of King Charles III. We are now looking forward to celebrating the Coronation of King Charles 111  


The play park facility continues to be a well-used local amenity. Over the past year two pieces of equipment have unfortunately had to be removed due to them reaching the end of their usable life and replaced with a new swing set. Council plans to continue to maintain and improve the park over the years ahead.
2022/23 has been quiet on the planning front, with only 5 planning matters being discussed by the council. The council continues to discuss any planning applications submitted in the council and our views on planning are recorded in minutes of our meetings. However, with the revision of the Local Plan commencing together with a new ‘Call for Sites’ from the District Council for development, we may be in for some challenges ahead.

At the annual budget meeting in November the Parish Council decided not to increase the precept this year deciding that residents were facing more than enough financial pressures without us adding to them. Should there be any shortfall in the budget, this will be met from Parish Council reserves.
 It is always a balance between increasing the Precept to provide more facilities or not.  Council’s view was that it would try to provide more via grant funding if available. 
We have also discussed the council’s climate change commitments and have formally declared that there is a climate emergency. We continue to develop our climate action plan so that the council can ensure to minimise the environment impacts of its actions.
The Community Orchard near the village pond has continued to flourish and be developed, with several councillors and volunteers from the village taking a keen role in this project. The group generally meets on a Wednesday between 10am and 12pm. 
Our 2019-20 RHI bid to help reduce the number HGV’s driving through the village which had been on hold during the pandemic. Was finally completed during the year with a weight restriction and gated entrances put in place. We hope these will help to minimise the volume of HGV’s traveling through the village. Residents can report lorries to the clerk, who will contact the companies concerned.  Council was disappointed that white gates were only placed on one side of the roads, but the County Council advised that the verges are too narrow on the non-gated side.
A speedwatch group has now been formed and we plan to put in place further road safety improvements over the remaining term of this council. 
There has been a lot of road works over the year, with disruption to residents, Anglia Water have upgraded their pipework through Folksworth and Gigaclear are still in the process of bringing fast fibre broadband into the parish.  The Parish Council liaised with both companies to reduce issues where possible.

The government is encouraging the use of public transport.  The Parish Council has highlighted the lack of public transport in our Parish to our County Councillor, Simon Bywater.

I would again like to thank all the Councillors for their committed hard work and attendance at meetings. It should be remembered that councillors give up their own time on a purely voluntary basis and should be commended for their dedication. Many thanks also to Jackie Stanbridge our Parish Clerk for her sterling work for the council.
Mark Randall
Chairman

Folksworth and Washingley Parish Council 
Communication

The Parish Council communicates with villagers through several different mediums to ensure our message gets out.  Primarily we use a monthly report in SCAN which Jackie compiles using reports and items from various councillors.  We have a great website with lots of information and all news and events are listed.  Village noticeboards are kept up to date with village notices and minutes of meetings.  Facebook is used lots with the council having it’s own page that several councillors have the ability to post on and these posts are then shared to the local village group pages to hit a wider audience, the Folksworth Group has 824 members.

Out of interest, our page currently has 658 followers with 29% Men 71% Women.  The largest demographic being women aged 35-54 with over 40%.  Our most popular post in the last 3 months was the Speedwatch photo with a reach of over 800 and engagement by 593 people.  Although most people are based in the village, we are followed by 5 people in the U.S, 3 people in Australia and 3 in Germany.

Lisa Blackman (Vice Chair)

Highways issues & Village Maintenance
The Parish Council has undertaken the usual 2 Parish Maintenance walks over the year and reported issues to the appropriate authorities.  Residents are also encouraged to report themselves. This year seems to have been a particularly bad year for potholes.
The grass verges and Playing field continue to be cut under contract by RJC Countryside Management.  Council is very grateful for all the work that Richard and his team do for the parish.
Last Year the edge of the Playing Field was left as part of “No Mow May” to encourage more wildflowers in the Playing field.  It is planned to repeat this this coming year.
The Community Orchard near the pond continues to be developed and provides interest.  The Bramley apples were picked in the Autumn and left out for residents to help themselves. Anyone is welcome to come and help.  If you are interested contact the clerk.
The Parish Council has consulted with Huntingdon District Council, who own the woodland area at Apreece Road to try and improve this area as an amenity, whilst also acknowledging its wildlife value.
The team of people quietly and regularly picking up litter on their walks including friends in Stilton is a case in evidence. Councillors in small teams - often with their partner - have undertaken intensive picks on the road to Washingley and at the edge of the parish towards Stilton following earlier contributions to the Great British Litter initiative. Residents have been pro- active both reporting dumped large-scale rubbish on the Huntingdonshire District Council website and taking evasive action themselves when safe to do so.
Alison Brown
Folksworth C of E Primary School

I have now completed my four-year tenure as Community Governor at Folksworth C of E Primary School. It has been both a pleasure and a challenge during Covid support the school, staff and pupils, in its constant successful drive to improve community links, mental well-being and infra- structure to support the children’s academic and emotional growth. The Council would also like to congratulate the School on its Good OFSTED inspection and the formation of the Friends of Folksworth School.

 Our children, and the future they represent are at the heart of the Parish Council's decision-making, and in its funding for Playgroup and the Play Area. We are delighted to be working closely together with the school and other village groups to celebrate the Jubilee, the School's 150th anniversary and the Coronation. We look forward to continuing future collaboration. 
Plantings of native and insect friendly plants in the village
This spring, snowdrops, aconites and native daffodils from earlier plantings have established themselves and naturalized alongside later plantings. They each bring colour and joy as well as contributing to the health of the local environment. This spring there have already been several sightings of ladybirds, earthworms, early queen bumble bees with yellow Brimstone, Peacock and small blue butterflies and also in evidence. 
Queen Elizabeth Jubilee roses, purple and white irises along with autumn flowering perennials chosen for their environmental impact now surround the newly restored village sign.
The contribution of expert advice, bulbs, plants, watering and wo/manpower by local residents has been essential to the success without forgetting that of the alpacas at Heyes Farm! Perhaps it not only takes a whole village to bring up a child - but also to allow a village itself to flourish! 
Trees 

Several trees in the village are subject to Tree Preservation Orders. Permission from HDC needs to be sort before pruning these trees. Failure to do so could prove very expensive. Some trees in the Parish are managed by HDC or Cambs County Council and some by us.
Celebrating Local History 
As part of the Jubillee celebrations Councillors have with Folksworth History Society built on WW1 commemorations to celebrate our oldest buildings and create a awareness of life here just after the WW2 by creating the 1953 Coronation walking tour and exhibition.
Plans to restore at least one of the historic plaques in Washingley are under way with the provision of a new plaque to be positioned in Folksworth using images painted by members of Folksworth Art Group. 

The Council would like to congratulate the Church on the archiving of the original WW1 memorial and a beautiful, new framed copy revealed in all its gorgeous colours. 
Footpaths
The old metal footpath signs have been restored and a local window cleaner kindly continues to clean other road signs. We continue to monitor the state of the footpaths. 

Yasmin Rogers
Community
Coffee AM -  a year of cake, and then some!

This past year has been quite an eventful one in the coffee AM camp.  Our monthly social get together seems to go from strength to strength, with a very loyal and friendly customer base, and new faces coming along and joining us monthly.  This has been great for all the charities that we have sponsored, from the big national ones to small local ones.
The last year has also seen us pop up on other notable occasions, like the Jubilee.  Which was made all the better by having the Ladies Circle take a huge role in the running of it, and in the baking of fabulous cakes.
Our Christmas Eve extravaganza was a fabulous festive morning, with more tables being brought out, the hall was bursting at the seams. 
The village all came out and supported a special pop-up Coffee AM extra cup, with a special fundraiser for the earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria. 
By the time this goes to print, the coronation of King Charles III will have been streamed live in the hall, with the tea and coffee being joined by Steve Chapmans pub night opening for the occasion as well.
Going forward we will continue to enjoy ourselves every fourth Saturday of the month, while raising funds all kinds of charities.
  

I would just like to thank everyone who has given up their time over the year to help in the kitchen, serve drinks and bake for coffee AM.  It is made so much easier, and is so much fun with you all helping, from the deepest recesses of my heart, thank you all, and thank you all for coming along. 
Andy Goodfellow

Pub Nights

Another Community project is doing well, the monthly Folksworth Pub Night is always well supported and the addition of the chip van makes for an enjoyable evening.

With thanks to all those who help, it looks like the third Saturday is going to be booked for the foreseeable future. Cheers!

Steve Chapman

Clerk’s report

It’s been another busy year with a great community spirit witnessed.  We started with the Platinum Jubilee which was a joyous event but followed all too quickly by the death of the Queen and as I write this, final preparations are underway for the Coronation.

There is a casual vacancy for a Counsellor due to the sad loss of Judy Ford.  If anyone would like further information on this role, please contact me.

Synopsis of Accounts 2022-23

Staff costs for the year were £6024 and running costs for items such as insurance, subscriptions, play inspections, audit, office expenses, communications etc totalled just under £7300. Loan repayments for the PWLB Loan taken out to assist the Village Hall Committee with its refurbishment amounted to just over £2600.00

Parish Maintenance amounted to just over £5089.  Section 137 and Community Grants totalled £1600. The new swings for the playing field were just over £4000. Small grants via the Section 137 fund and larger more specific grants are available to residents and village organisations every year.  Application forms can be found on the website and must be received by October 31 in any year to be considered at Council’s November budget meeting.

Council is building long-term funds for the replacement of items such as play equipment, noticeboards, rubbish bins and benches.

The Precept for this financial year has remained the same at £35,076 The budget for the new Financial Year is £39,310 which includes a contingency of £2500.00 and a provision for 2 Interpretation Boards. The difference between the Precept and the Budget will be met by funds carried forward. Council again received a clear internal and external audit and was commended on its forward planning.  Council’s reserve remains at £12,132.00.

Jackie Stanbridge

Clerk to the Council/RFO
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