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Folksworth & Washingley 

Parish Council
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M I N U T E S  O F  M E E T I N G

Minutes of a MEETING of the Parish Council held on Tuesday October 17th  ,2023 at 7.20pm in the Village Hall, Manor Road, Folksworth. 
Present:

Cllrs Randall, Blackman, Clarke, Brown, Fenwick, Chapman,



Goodfellow, Rogers & Lobb
Attending:

Sarah Abbot & Clerk
Open Forum
Sarah spoke about her work in putting together the Folklore pages for Scan Magazine and although happy to continue, wondered if it might be an idea for someone else to become more involved in the village and take on the duties, possibly from January 2024 … as a NY resolution perhaps.  This took her a couple of hours an issue.   The Chairman confirmed that Folklore in Scan was being reviewed and that once any decision had been taken Council would get back to her.
2023/2994

Apologies for Absence



Received from Cllrs Simon Bywater(CCC) & Tim Alban(HDC)
2023/2995

Declarations of Interest/Dispensations for Agenda items



(Section 27 Localism Act 2011)

Cllrs Goodfellow & Chapman declared non-pecuniary interests in Agenda item 2998 being Chairman and Trustee of the Village Hall which was the recipient of an annual grant.
2023/2996

Approval of Full Council Meeting Minutes dated September 19, 


2023



Approved as an accurate record and signed.



Proposed: Cllr Randall



Seconded: Cllr Blackman


Approved by all except Cllrs Brown & Fenwick who were not present at the September meeting.
2023/2997

Matters Arising from the Minutes for items not on current 
Agenda (for information only)


None

2023/2998

Finance



2998.1
To approve the Financial Report & Accounts
The accounts information circulated to all was approved as an accurate record. 




2998.2
To approve the Balance Sheet
The Balance Sheet was approved as a true record and signed.
2023/2999

To Minute the following payments



The following payments were approved and cheques signed.
201141
RJC Countryside


Grass Cutting

£333.00
201142
St Helen’s PCC


Annual Grant

£1500.00

201143
F,W&M Village Hall Comm
Annual Grant

£1182.00

201144
Mrs J Stanbridge


Salary



£486.40

201145
Mrs J Stanbridge 


Travel



£15.60
Finance Items 2998 & 2999

Proposed:
Cllr Brown

Seconded:
Cllr Clarke

Unanimously agreed.

2023/3000

HGV Issues
It was noted that the number of HGVs breaking the weight limit had reduced considerably although Anglia Grain continued to ignore it.  Cllr Lobb to get dashcam footage of offending vehicles and relay this to the police. Cllr Brown to investigate the possibility of joining HGV watch.
2023/3001

Tree report/works
Cllr Brown informed the meeting that she and Cllr Clarke had met with George Allen’s right-hand man, John, from the district council regarding the works needed to trees in the parish.  The only worked deemed as semi urgent was to a tree on the school boundary which had a TPO.  John was going to contact the tree officer at HDC to make the application for the work to be done.  The Clerk was asked to chase this.  The details of two local contractors used by the district council had been supplied. The Clerk was also asked to contact Richard Coles to see if he could remove the dead cherry tree in The Paddocks.  
Cllr Clarke confirmed that 4 trees had been set aside for the parish – 2 crab apple and 2 cherry – and that these would be delivered by George Allen once he was on the road again following his accident.  Cllr Clarke also mentioned the Ash Tree situation half-way down on the footpath in Townsend Way leading to the field which was on Crown Land.  This tree was also viewed by Jonathan who confirmed there was nothing wrong with the tree itself other than it had outgrown its site, and its roots were causing subsidence to the garage of the nearby property. As it was on a public footpath the clerk was asked to report it to CCC in the first instance.
2023/3002

Folklore in Scan
A full discussion on the future of Folklore in Scan and indeed on Scan itself took place.  It was agreed that Folksworth PC, at £1200 pa, made a huge contribution and covered the full publication costs.  Cllrs felt that the initial agreement (albeit not in writing) that Folksworth could have as many pages as needed and that any advertising coming from Folksworth residents/businesses would offset that cost had never been met. It was felt that an in-house produced newsletter using software such as Canva would be as effective in reaching people at a much-reduced cost although thought was needed as to whose responsibility the production of a newsletter would become and how it would be distributed. Cllr Lobb had been in contact with someone involved with Scan and would invite him to the November meeting.  The Clerk was asked to contact Stilton Parish Council to learn their thoughts on the future of the magazine and perhaps find out why they had not contributed to the cost of production and whether they were intending to in the future.

2023/3003

Footpaths & Bridleways(new footpaths officer)
The appointment of a new footpaths officer at Cambs CC was welcomed.  The Clerk was asked to contact him to arrange a parish walkabout.
Cllr Blackman asked for his email address to be forwarded.
2023/3004

Washingley Signs
It was agreed that work would be done to reproduce one of the signs at Washingley removing the information that was no longer relevant.  Cllr Brown though she had photographs that could be used for the artwork which could be reproduced at a lower cost than initially felt.  It was also agreed to continue with the footpaths board to be sited at the church for which artwork had already been provided.  Cllrs Brown and Rogers to work on this project.
2023/3005

Toddler Swings
Cllr Clarke to speak with Paul Tillson to ask if he could replace the top beam and re-affix the swings and repair the bolt fixings to stop water getting in.  He would also be asked for a quote to repair the roof of the pavilion and the playhouse and to treat all the timber play structures.  The Clerk was asked to source a replacement steering wheel for the playboat.
2023/3006

Parish Information & Councillor Reports
Andy Goodfellow
Informed members that the next Coffee AM would be on Saturday October 28th in aid of Helping Hands. He also mentioned that he was considering organising an Open Gardens event for 2024, possibly at the same time as the church Flower Festival.

Steve Chapman
Confirmed that the next Pub Night would be on Saturday 21st October.  It was noted that this clashed with the England rugby game, but it had not been possible to hire a big screen for this.


Steve also mentioned the dreadful resurfacing of Washingley Crossroads.  Lastly, he spoke about the fly tipping of 2 bags of surgical waste on Washingley Lane which had been removed by the district council.

Yasmin Rogers
Informed the meeting that she had attended the Flood Forum at Burgess Hall and at the event had met with Cllr Neil Shailer who had responsibility for Cambs road.  He was very interested in the situation in Folksworth and suggested a visit.  It was agreed that this should be tied in with the issues at Washingley Crossroads and the Clerk was asked to make contact and arrange a meeting.  It was agreed to include Simon Bywater in the discussions as he had taken a keen interest in the issue.

Gordon Fenwick
Spoke about a further planning application being made by the owners of Belle Vue, for internal changes only, and asked for Council’s full support and assistance with this. It was unanimously agreed that this would be given.

Alison Brown
Informed the meeting that a Speedwatch session had been carried out that afternoon and that in total 724 vehicles had been monitored since operations began.  She also mentioned that the road sweeper vehicle had been in the village twice but had encountered problems with the kerbside weeds.
Pat Clarke
Asked about having a Christmas function this year.  It was agreed that a glass of wine and mince pies etc would be had following the December meeting.

Mark Randall
Spoke about his recent attendance at The Action on Energy Workshop.  He felt the scheme providing home upgrade grants of up to £35k per household was aimed at lower income persons but should be mentioned in the next Folklore report.

2023/3007

Any Urgent Business

In accordance with section 100(B)(4) of the Local 
Government 
Act 1972 (as amended) the Chair will admit an item of urgent 
business in order that it can be dealt with at the earliest 
opportunity provided it has been raised at least 24 hours 
before the meeting.


None
2023/3008
The meeting closed at 9.10pm and next scheduled meeting dates confirmed as Tuesday, November 7th ,2023 (Budget meeting) at 7.00pm in the meeting room, Village Hall, Manor Road, Folksworth and Tuesday, November 21st (Full Council) at 7.20pm in the Village Hall, Manor Road, Folksworth.

